Sir: Electroencephalographic (EEG) activity in the alpha frequency has been reported in comatose patients following anoxic encephalopathy or brainstem infarction. this abnormal pattern from normal alpha activity have been well described and include (1) a diffuse or frontal distribution, (2) decreased or absent reactivity to external stimuli, and (3) a clinical setting of coma.3 The pathogenesis of the alpha-like activity is unclear, particularly with respect to whether it represents an abnormal presentation of the patient's prior alpha rhythm, or is abnormal rhythmic activity generated de novo by damaged cortical or diencephalic neurons or both. 
